
Longfin Squid

2024-2026 Specifications

August 2023 Council Meeting
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Overview
 Management
 Assessments
 Recent performance
 Advisory Panel (AP) Input
 Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC)
 Monitoring Committee
 Council discussion
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Management
 T1: Jan-April 43%    
 T2: May-Aug 17%
 T3: Sept-Dec 40%

 Some rollover allowed T1  T2
– Max increase is 1.5*original 

 Full rollover into T3

 Butterfish discard cap 
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Trimesters since 2007 



Management
 First FMP for longfin squid was 1978
 Limited Access directed fishery

– 3 Limited Access Tiers
 1: no trip limit
 2: 5,000 pounds; 3: 2,500 pounds 
 Open access/Incidental: 250 pounds

– Gear: 2 1/8” mesh T1/T3; 1 7/8” mesh T2
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2023 Specifications
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 Catch in the year of the highest exploitation 
ratio (1993) from the 2010 assessment. 
(23,950 MT now due to revised discards)



“Assessments”
 Biomass trends look OK
 Survey scaled up, double averaged

– Spring/fall, 2-year moving average
 Unclear how informative current assessment is 

given short lifespan
 Varying perspectives on biomass trends in 

historical assessments.
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“Assessments”
 Staff perspective…
 No concerning survey trends, we keep 

catching longfin including some banner 
seasons so generally doing OK, probably not 
best possible…

 Possible that we always do the wrong thing 
during extremes – close when squid are super 
abundant, don’t limit fishing when super 
scarce

 Research track upcoming…
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Stock 
Status  
to 2022
“B”
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Recent Performance…
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Catch 1989-2022
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Landings/Revenues 1996-2022
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Prices 1996-2022
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Prices 2018-March 2023
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2022 Landings Details
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2021/2022 (blue)
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2023 T1 (blue)
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2023 – T2 (blue)
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AP Fishery Performance Reports 
(FPR)
 Insight from advisors: 

– On the water observations 
– Factors influencing recent catch and landings 
– Research recommendations
– Other issues or concerns

 Purpose: 
– Bring advisor perspectives and recommendations to the 

Scientific and Statistical Committee, Monitoring 
Committee, and Council/Board when setting or 
reviewing catch limits and other measures
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2020-2025 Research Priorities
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Longfin – FPR 
 High production early in 2022 + some 

sluggish sales = higher inventory

 Higher inventory = Lower prices and dealers 
demand higher quality squid

 High diesel costs

So…Less incentive to fish late 2022/early 2023



Longfin – FPR 
 Various area-based and/or gear restrictions 

reduce landings and/or increase costs

 Windfarm concerns

 Discard concerns including Trimester 2 mesh
– Tables in Fishery Information Document
– Different perspectives



Bycatch (top)
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Longfin – FPR 

 Some new participants entering from scallops 
and/or groundfish

 Don’t change management before research 
track assessment



Longfin – FPR 
 Research

– Escapement-based approaches
 Wary of sub-annual assessment/management

– Dynamic natural mortality in cohorts
– Catchability



SSC Recommendation
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Monitoring Committee
 Slight change recommended for discards:

 Update the discard set aside to 506.3 metric 
tons (MT) based on the average of the annual 
discard percents of catch from 2007-2022 
(since trimester-based management).

 ABC would be 23,400 MT, and Initial Optimum 
Yield (IOY)/Domestic Annual Harvest (DAH)/ 
Domestic Annual Processing (DAP) = 22,893.7 
MT.
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Monitoring Committee
 Email communications noted Trimester 2 

exceeded Trimester quota in 2022 and likely 
in 2023…

 Potential item to look at in future, not clear 
to Council staff if any biological issue from 
slight Trimester 2 overages…
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?s/ Discussion / Motions
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