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Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
August 9-12, 2021 
Webinar Meeting 

 

MOTIONS 

Monday, August 9, 2021 

Bluefish 2022-2023 Specifications 
Move to adopt, based on the Council-preferred rebuilding plan and SSC/MC recommendations, a 2022 
and 2023 bluefish ABC of 25.26 M pounds and 30.62 M pounds, respectively. This results in a 2022 
commercial quota of 3.54 M pounds and an RHL of 13.89 M pounds. For 2023, this results in a 
commercial quota of 4.29 M pounds and an RHL of 22.14 M pounds. 
Council: Cimino/Davidson 
Board: Cimino/Davis 

Move to amend to reduce the 2022 recreational ACL (21.73 M pounds) by 1% (217,279 pounds) for 
management uncertainty. 
Council: deFur/Wilke 
Board:  
Motion fails for lack of a motion by members of the Board. 
 
Back to the main motion:  
Move to adopt, based on the Council-preferred rebuilding plan and SSC/MC recommendations, a 2022 
and 2023 bluefish ABC of 25.26 M pounds and 30.62 M pounds, respectively. This results in a 2022 
commercial quota of 3.54 M pounds and an RHL of 13.89 M pounds. For 2023, this results in a 
commercial quota of 4.29 M pounds and an RHL of 22.14 M pounds. 
Council: 18/0/2 
Board: 15/0/0/0 
Motion carries 

Summer Flounder 2022-2023 Specifications 
Move to adopt the following specifications for summer flounder based on the constant ABC approach: 
For 2022 and 2023, the recreational ACL=ACT=14.64 mil lb, resulting in an RHL of 10.36 mil lb. The 
commercial ACL = ACT = 18.48 mil lb, resulting in a commercial quota of 15.53 mil lb. 
Council: Cimino/DiLernia (Motion carries by consent with 2 abstentions by deFur and Farnham) 
Board: Borden/Meserve (Motion carries by consent) 
Motion carries 

Scup 2022-2023 Specifications 
Move to adopt the following specifications for scup: 

- For 2022, the recreational ACL = ACT = 7.06 mil lb, resulting in an RHL of 6.08 mil lb. The 
commercial ACL = ACT = 25.05 mil lb, resulting in a commercial quota of 20.38 mil lb.  

- For 2023, the recreational ACL = ACT = 6.53 mil lb, resulting in an RHL of 5.41 mil lb. The 
commercial ACL = ACT = 23.15 mil lb, resulting in a commercial quota of 17.87 mil lb. 

Council: Nowalsky/DiLernia (Motion carries by consent) 
Board: Nowalsky/Borden (Motion carries by consent) 
Motion carries 
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Black Sea Bass 2022-2023 Specifications 
Move to adopt the following specifications for black sea bass: 
- For 2022, the recreational ACL = ACT = 8.76 mil lb, resulting in an RHL of 6.74 mil lb. The 

commercial ACL = ACT = 10.10 mil lb, resulting in a commercial quota of 6.47 mil lb.  
- For 2023, the recreational ACL = ACT = 7.74 mil lb, resulting in an RHL of 5.95 mil lb. The 

commercial ACL = ACT = 8.93 mil lb, resulting in a commercial quota of 5.71 mil lb. 

Board: Cimino/Madsen (Motion carries by consent)  
Council: Cimino/Wilke (Motion carries by consent) 
Motion carries 
 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

Recreational Harvest Control Rule 
Move to approve the draft range of alternatives presented today for further development in a harvest 
control rule framework/addendum. 
Council: Pentony/Cimino (Motion carries by consent) 
Policy Board: Pentony/Cimino (Motion carries by consent) 
Motion carries 

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Commercial/Recreational Allocation Amendment 
Move to approve addition of the alternatives presented today. 
Board: Davis/Meserve (Motion carries by consent with one abstention by Rhode Island) 
Council: Duval/Cimino (16/3/0) 
Motion carries 
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Golden Tilefish Multi-Year Specifications Framework 
Move to establish the golden tilefish specifications (catch and landings limits) for 2022, 2023, and 2024 
as specified in the Table below (Table 1 of the MC report).   
Farnham/Hughes 
Motion carries by consent with 1 recusal (Farnham) 

 

 

Move that staff include the catch and landings limits presented above in the Tilefish Multi-year 
Specifications Framework document and submit the framework to NMFS.  
Hughes/Farnham 
Motion carries by consent with 1 abstention (NMFS) and 1 recusal (Farnham) 
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Atlantic Mackerel Issues 
Emergency Action 

Move that the Council move forward with Option 2 for Atlantic Mackerel emergency action as 
presented. 
Hughes for Committee (18/1/0) 
Motion carries 

 
Atlantic Mackerel Rebuilding 

1. Move that the Council request analysis/alternatives for 50%/60%/75% rebuilding probabilities 
associated with a 10-year rebuilding timeline. 
Hughes for Committee 
Motion carries by consent 

 
2. Move that the Council request the SSC perform additional analyses regarding recruitment 
assumptions and reference points to inform rebuilding decisions. 
Hughes for Committee 
Motion carries by consent 

 
3. Move that the Council consider and analyze an alternative that would mimic the butterfish regulations 
for the mackerel fishery (3-inch + minimum mesh required to retain more than 5,000 pounds). 
Hughes for Committee 
Motion carries by consent 

 
4. Move that the Council include an alternative and analysis of a 10-inch Atlantic mackerel minimum 
size limit for the recreational fishery (in addition to measures described in staff memo). 
Hughes for Committee 
Motion carries by consent 

 
5. Move that the Council include an alternative and analysis of using no less than 129 MT for the RH/S 
cap throughout the rebuilding timeline 
Hughes for Committee 
Motion carries by consent 

 
2021 Catch Issue 

I move that the Council select 15,512 MT for 2021 catch projections. 
Hughes/Farnham 
Motion carries by consent. 

Thursday, August 12, 2021 

Northeast Trawl Advisory Panel (NTAP) 
Move to adopt the revised NTAP charter as presented here today. 
Townsend/Farnham 
Motion carries by consent 
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