
Spiny Dogfish 
2024-2026

(May 1-April 30 fishing year)

October 2023 SSC



Spiny Dogfish – 2023/Current
 ABC of 7,788 MT (17.2 million pounds)

– Down-scaled previous ABC calculations based 
on survey trends

– Quota of 5,449 MT (12.0 million pounds) 

 Open access; 7,500-pound federal trip limit; 
regional/state quotas & trip limits via ASMFC
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From Fishery Info Doc
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From Fishery Info Doc
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From GARFO QM Website 10/27/23
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From Fishery Info Doc
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Fishery Performance Report
 Don’t see major recent abundance trends on 

the water, just fluctuations
 Artificially low quota and future low quota 

expectations dampen performance
– Breaking supply chain

 Increased fuel costs and low dogfish price 
also combine to keep landings low

 Other/better opportunities
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Fishery Performance Report
 Ongoing concern that we aren’t getting good 

data on spiny dogfish biomass trends
– Survey coverage
– Survey performance
– Fish behavior – migration and time spent off 

bottom
 There’s no higher-level perspective: you’re 

going to eliminate this fishery (and 
infrastructure) with further reductions
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Staff ABC Recommendation
 Concern about impact on industry plus first 

time using projections for this stock from this 
model
– Reference point uncertainty

 Staff recommends applying the control rule 
and risk policy to determine 2024-2026 ABCs 

9



Risk Policy ABCs
 Staff recommends applying the control rule 

and risk policy to determine 2024-2026 ABCs 
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