
Longfin Squid

2024-26 Specifications

SSC - July 2023
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Overview
 Background (some moved to backup)
 Advisory Panel (AP) Fishery Performance 

Report
 Staff ABC Recommendation
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Catch 1989-2022
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Landings/Revenues 1996-2022
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Prices 1996-2022

5



Prices 2018-March 2023
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2021/2022
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2023 T1
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2023 T2
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Discussion Questions
 What factors influence catch and landings? 
 What other issues or concerns do you want 

to highlight?
 Recommendations for 2024 regulations?
 Research recommendations? 
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Longfin – FPR 
 High production early in 2022 + some 

sluggish sales = higher inventory

 Higher inventory = Lower prices and 
demanding higher quality squid

 High diesel costs

So…Less incentive to fish late 2022/early 2023



Longfin – FPR 
 Various area-based and/or gear restrictions 

reduce landings and/or increase costs

 Some new participants entering from scallops 
and/or groundfish



Longfin – FPR 
 Research

– Escapement-based approaches
– Wary of sub-annual assessment/management
– Catchability



Staff ABC Recommendation
 Maintain ABC of 23,400 MT until there’s an 

assessment to justify a change

– Catch variable as expected
– No long-term trend in annualized biomasses, 

though unclear how informative they are 



Questions?



Management
 First FMP for longfin squid was 1978
 Limited Access directed fishery Tier 1

– no trip limits initially
– Gear: 2-1/8” inches Sept-April 1-7/8” May-Aug  
– T1/T3 closures: 2,500 pound trip limit
– T2 closures: 250 pound trip limit

 5,000 pounds for Tier 2, 2,500 for Tier 3
 250 pounds for incidental permits (open access)
 Butterfish cap
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Management
 T1: Jan-April 43%    
 T2: May-Aug 17%
 T3: Sept-Dec 40%

 Some rollover allowed T1  T2
– Max T2 increase is 1.5*original 

 Full rollover into T3
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2023 Specifications
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 23,400 MT was catch in the year of the 
highest exploitation ratio (1993) from the 
2010 assessment. (23,950 MT now due to 
revised discards)



“Assessments”
 Biomass looks OK
 Unclear how informative current assessment is
 Varying perspectives on biomass trends in 

historical assessments.
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Stock 
Status  
to 2022
“B”
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2022 Landings Details
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Bycatch
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 Relatively high in the longfin fishery, similar to previous years 
– about 1/3 catch discarded

 See bycatch tables



2020-2025 Research Priorities
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AP Fishery Performance Reports
 Bring advisor perspectives and 

recommendations to the Scientific and 
Statistical Committee, Monitoring Committee, 
and Council/Board when setting or reviewing 
catch limits and other measures
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