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The following memo contains the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Advisory 
Panel’s review of the Draft Addenda XXXI and XXXII Options for the 2018 black sea bass 
recreational fishery. 

An AP conference call was held on December 6th, 2018 to review the management options 
presented in Draft Addenda XXXI and XXXII. Only one AP member was present. Jay Little asked 
questions and provided comments on some of the options. One additional advisor who could 
not attend the call also provided comments via email. Comments and recommendations are 
summarized below.  

Draft Addendum XXXI Comments  

Jay Little did not comment on this addendum because he was not concerned with the options. 

Art Smith, an advisor from North Carolina, sent in written comments. He does not support 
conservation equivalency (CE) because he believes the presence of fish stocks are governed by 
water temperatures, the presence or absence of feed, storms, and currents and as such 
"equitable" access to the resource is unachievable. He also stated CE leads to enforcement 
headaches, constant clamoring for changes to rules and leaving someone dissatisfied, as well as 
a high volume of discards. Art Smith’s also said a Block Island Sound transit zone is not needed 
because federal waters are rarely closed and it would just lead to more administrative work.  

Draft Addendum XXXII Comments 

Specific to summer flounder recreational management, Jay Little commented in support of 
Option B, set recreational management measures through the specifications process. He is 
not in favor of coastwide management, and is primarily interested in the regional alignment of 
Delaware-Virginia. From the Delaware perspective, he feels management with these states has 
worked well, and wants measures to remain the same. Jay raised concerns about being put into 
a region with New Jersey and would oppose a situation that might lead to that. He mentioned 
many other Delaware constituents also want measures to stay status quo. He did not provide 
comments on black sea bass.  
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General Comments 

Jay Little commented that in Kent County, Delaware, they have gone from a thriving 
recreational fishery for summer flounder with 8-10 head boats, to only a few private anglers 
fishing on a good day, and they are catching smaller fish. In Sussex County where there is more 
of an ocean fishery, he says things are “okay” and people are able to make a living.  

Art Smith recommended having no size limit on individual fish, but requiring anglers to keep 
everything caught until a certain overall length limit is reached. He commented that it may not 
be completely enforceable, but most fisheries laws are not and this would appeal to an 
individual's responsibility for the resource. Art also suggested that every state license holder 
should be required to report every summer flounder or black sea bass caught. He said current 
technology makes this possible and not very burdensome. It could go a long way to capture 
better harvest data, and once again appeal to an individual's responsibility to the resource. 

 


