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Kiley Dancy

From: Dustin C. Leaning <DLeaning@asmfc.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2019 1:59 PM
To: Art Smith
Cc: BRENT FULCHER; Beaty, Julia; Coutre, Karson; cstarks@asmfc.org; Kiley Dancy
Subject: RE: August 29, 2019 AP meeting

Good Afternoon Art, 
 
Thank you for comments, your feedback is appreciated. We will be sure to incorporate your comments into the fishery 
performance reports for summer flounder and scup. 
 
Best, 
Dustin 
 

From: ARTHUR D SMITH [mailto:artsmith@gotricounty.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2019 4:35 PM 
To: Dustin C. Leaning <DLeaning@asmfc.org> 
Cc: BRENT FULCHER <bjseafood@earthlink.net> 
Subject: August 29, 2019 AP meeting 

 
Good Afternoon Dustin, 
 
My name is Art Smith and I am an AP member from North Carolina.  I will not be able to attend the 
meeting in Baltimore but have reviewed all of the information you provided and would like to offer the 
following. 
 
If I have reviewed the information correctly it appears all of the stocks are in fairly good shape.  I 
would really like for the councils to try to do something about discards.  The reports are telling me that 
20% of summer flounder caught commercially are discarded dead. 25% discards multiplied by 80% 
mortality rate equals 20% dead discards.  This is such a waste.  The management of the 
fishery should be changed to allow (require) the fishermen to retain everything they catch even if this 
means landing fish that are less than 14".  You are not going to catch too many undersized fish 
pulling a 5.5" bag.  Some of the discards may be a result of needing 10 baskets to finish your trip and 
catching 20 baskets on your last tow, but still it is a terrible waste to throw fish overboard.  
 
Also, I was dismayed to see that nearly 7 million pounds of scup were discarded in I believe was 
2017.  The mortality on these fish is probably close to 100%.  These fish should be landed even if the 
market value is not very great.  There is a segment of the seafood consuming public that needs a 
supply of low priced fresh fish. 
 
I firmly believe that the current gear restrictions and quotas will effectively manage the fish stocks and 
undersized fish are not the problem.   
 
I realize my concerns are way outside the box of current fisheries management thinking but maybe 
the thinking needs to change. A dead fish is not going to reproduce so why not land it.  Throwing 
away perfectly fine seafood is such a waste. 
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Thank you for your time.  I appreciate all of the work that you and the other managers do in 
enhancing the fisheries resources. 
 
Art Smith 
North Carolina 
 


