
 

Non-Target Species – Directed Butterfish Fishery (summarized from draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for 2021-2022 Butterfish Specifications) 

 

Staff was directed to include available discard information as part of all 2023 specifications 
processes. Since the Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology focuses on discards of 
managed stocks rather than discards in managed fisheries, staff analyses of discards vary fishery 
by fishery depending on data availability and historical practices. The EA for 2021-2022 
butterfish specifications used discard ratios and recent landings to develop approximate bycatch 
amounts for various species encountered in the butterfish fishery. Due to reduced observer 
coverage in 2020-2022 (from COVID-19), observer data from 2017-2019 are still used for this 
document. Landings in recent years have been less than levels used in the extrapolations below 
(2020-2022 average of about 1,600 MT vs 2,900 MT over 2017-2019), but landings could 
increase going forward and one would expect a similar mix of species.    

From 2017-2019 there were on average 22 observed trips annually where butterfish accounted 
for at least 50% of retained catch, and those trips form the basis of the following analysis. These 
trips made 267 hauls of which 93% were observed.   

Using the discard ratio data from these observed hauls and 2017-2019 butterfish landings, Table 
1 below approximates annual discards in the directed butterfish fishery from 2017-2019, for 
species with extrapolated catch of at least 10,000 pounds. The method used for the estimates in 
the table is a custom staff analysis, and is best considered as a relative indicator of discard 
species that may be affected by the fishery. On the trips identified in this analysis, the 2017-2019 
overall discard rate was 17%. Species noted with a “*” were overfished, rebuilding, or otherwise 
depleted when the 2021-2022 Specifications EA was written.    

The observer program creates individual animal records for some fish species of interest, mostly 
larger pelagics and/or elasmobranchs, as well as tagged fish. Non-expanded counts of these 
individual fish records from the same trips are provided in Table 2 below. 

 

 



Table 1. Incidental Catch and Discards in the Butterfish Fishery. 

 

 

 
Table 2. Counts of fish in Individual Animal Records on observed butterfish trips from 2017-2019 

 

 


