
Subject: NOAA's Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Policy: Review & Comment Opportunity 
 
From: Russell Dunn - NOAA Federal <russell.dunn@noaa.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 1, 2022 1:31 PM 
To: Nies, Thomas <tnies@nefmc.org>; Reid, Eric <ericreidri@gmail.com>; Bellavance, Rick <rickbellavance@gmail.com>; Moore, Christopher 
<cmoore@mafmc.org>; Luisi, Michael <michael.luisi@maryland.gov>; Carmichael, John <john.carmichael@safmc.net>; Mel Bell 
<bellm@dnr.sc.gov>; Simmons, Carrie <carrie.simmons@gulfcouncil.org>; Diaz, Dale <saltwaterlife@live.com>; Rolon, Miguel 
<miguel_rolon_cfmc@yahoo.com>; Hanke, Marcos <marcoshanke.cfmc@gmail.com>; Burden, Merrick <merrick.j.burden@noaa.gov>; 
Gorelnik, Marc <marc@gorelniklaw.com>; Witherell, Dave <david.witherell@noaa.gov>; Simon Kinneen <simon@nsedc.com>; Kitty Simonds 
<kitty.simonds@wpcouncil.org>; Soliai, Archie Taotasi <asoliai@hotmail.com>; Tim Sartwell <tim.sartwell@noaa.gov>; Sean Lawler 
<sean.lawler@noaa.gov> 
 
 
Dear Council Chairs and Executive Directors: 
 
Saltwater recreational fishing is a traditional American pastime integral to social, cultural, and economic 
life in coastal communities across the nation. This time-honored activity allows millions to access 
America’s great outdoors each year, while generating billions of dollars in economic activity.  The 
National Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Policy is essential to shaping NOAA Fisheries’ approach to 
recreational fishermen and their fisheries.  
  
NOAA recognizes the need to adapt with a changing climate and the evolving needs of recreational 
fisheries and anglers. With the perspectives shared during the 2022 National Saltwater Recreational 
Fisheries Summit, NOAA Fisheries requests your input on revising the Policy during the public comment 
period of August 1 - December 31, 2022. Please visit this website to provide feedback on any changes or 
updates you would like to see to the Policy. The website will also show dates for public meetings and 
webinars when they are confirmed. 

The Policy serves as a platform to help the public understand NOAA Fisheries’ perspectives and 
approaches to recreational fisheries issues. Developed with extensive public input, the 2015 Policy 
reflects the priorities of the day.  Its goals and principles help guide Agency deliberations with regard to 
supporting and maintaining high quality sustainable saltwater recreational fisheries.   
  
“Recreational anglers are one of NOAA Fisheries key constituencies”, said Assistant Administrator for 
NOAA Fisheries Janet Coit. “I am eager for input from our partners and the public to help us shape how 
NOAA Fisheries advances sustainable recreational fishing opportunities at a time when ocean uses and 
ecosystems are changing rapidly.” 
  
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact Russ Dunn.  

 

--  
Russell Dunn 
National Policy Advisor for Recreational Fisheries 
Office of the Assistant Administrator 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Office: 727 551-5740 
Cell: 727-249-3772 
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NOAA Fisheries Invites Comments to
Update Recreational Fisheries Policy
August 01, 2022

Comments will be accepted online through December 31, 2022, as well as during
webinars and in-person meetings. 

To better serve saltwater recreational anglers and our coastal communities, NOAA Fisheries is
asking for your guidance in revising our 2015 National Policy for Saltwater Recreational
Fisheries.

Saltwater recreational fishing is a traditional American pastime integral to social, cultural, and
economic life in coastal communities across the nation. This time-honored activity allows
millions to access America’s great outdoors each year, while generating billions of dollars in
economic activity. The Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Policy is essential to shaping NOAA
Fisheries’ approach to recreational fishermen and their fisheries.

The Policy serves as a platform to help the public understand NOAA Fisheries’ perspectives
and approaches to recreational fisheries issues. Developed with extensive public input, the
2015 Policy reflects the priorities of the day. Its goals and principles help guide Agency
deliberations with regard to supporting and maintaining high quality sustainable saltwater
recreational fisheries.

“Recreational anglers are one of NOAA Fisheries key constituencies," said Assistant
Administrator for NOAA Fisheries Janet Coit. “I am eager for input from our partners and the
public to help us shape how NOAA Fisheries advances sustainable recreational fishing
opportunities at a time when ocean uses and ecosystems are changing rapidly.”

NOAA recognizes the need to adapt with a changing climate and the evolving needs of
recreational fisheries and anglers. With the perspectives shared during the 2022 National
Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Summit, NOAA Fisheries requests your input on revising the
Policy during the public comment period of August 1–December 31, 2022.

To assist with this request, we suggest reviewing the existing policy and consider the following:

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/recreational-fishing/national-saltwater-recreational-fisheries-policy
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2022-07/2022_RecSummitReport_Public_508.pdf
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/17102


2015 Policy Statement
It is the policy of [NOAA Fisheries] to foster, support, and enhance a broadly accessible and
diverse array of sustainable saltwater recreational fisheries for the benefit and enjoyment of the
nation.

Question: How might the 2015 policy statement be amended to better frame NOAA Fisheries'
approach to recreational fisheries?

Scope of the 2015 Policy
The policy pertains to non-commercial activities of fishermen who fish for sport or pleasure, as
set out in the Magnuson-Stevens Act definition of recreational fishing. That could be retaining
(e.g., consuming, sharing) or releasing their catches, as well as the businesses and industries
(e.g., the for-hire fleets, bait and tackle businesses, tournaments) which support them.

Question: How might the scope of the 2015 policy be amended to include appropriate
participants and activities?

2015 Policy Goals
1. Support and maintain sustainable saltwater recreational fisheries resources, including

healthy marine and estuarine habitats

2. Promote saltwater recreational fishing for the social, cultural, and economic benefit of the
nation

3. Enable enduring participation in, and enjoyment of, saltwater recreational fisheries through
science-based conservation and management

Question: How might the 2015 Policy goals be added to, narrowed, or amended to better
inform the Agency’s focus for recreational fisheries?

Guiding Principles of the 2015 Policy
1. Support ecosystem conservation and enhancement

2. Promote public access to quality recreational fishing opportunities

3. Coordinate with state and federal management entities

4. Advance innovative solutions to evolving science, management, and environmental
challenges

5. Provide scientifically sound and trusted social, cultural, economic, and ecological information

6. Communicate and engage with the recreational fishing public



Questions: How might the guiding principles of the Policy, including implementation strategies,
be added to, narrowed, or amended to better guide Agency objectives and actions?

Additional Questions
Are there concepts either missing or that should be considered for removal from the 2015
policy that are not captured in your comments up to this point (e.g., climate change)?

What other suggestions do you have, if any, for NOAA to consider as we revise the 2015
Policy?

Submit comments

Frequently Asked Questions
Why did NOAA Fisheries establish a Saltwater Recreational
Fisheries Policy?
In February 2014, the non-governmental Morris-Deal Commission published a report
highlighting a series of concepts to improve stewardship of saltwater recreational fisheries,
including formulation of a national policy. At the conclusion of the 2014 Saltwater Recreational
Fisheries Summit, NOAA Fisheries announced its intent to transparently develop a recreational
fisheries policy statement, which was released in February 2015. We continue to recognize the
value of a strong framework to guide and incorporate recreational fisheries into our daily
activities.

What does the Policy do and how is it used?
The Policy provides NOAA Fisheries with a set of goals specifically pertaining to recreational
fisheries within NOAA’s overall mission. It also establishes a set of principles by which to
operate as NOAA Fisheries works to achieve those goals. It is used to help guide Agency
planning and decision making.

Why is NOAA Fisheries updating the Policy?
Following the 2022 Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Summit, NOAA Fisheries identified gaps in
the Policy. NOAA Fisheries is updating the Policy to ensure that it adapts with changing ocean
and fishery conditions, scientific understanding, and the evolving needs of the fishing public.

What is the public comment period for updating the
Policy?
The public comment period is open August 1–December 31, 2022.

How can the public comment on the Policy?

https://forms.gle/5vUidR2LJPZy34Uq5


There are multiple ways for the public to provide comments on any aspect of the Policy.

Comments will be accepted via an online comment portal , during webinars, and during in-
person discussions. In person discussions are expected to include federal fishery management
council meetings, marine fisheries commission meetings, and others. NOAA Fisheries will post
the dates and times for these discussions as far in advance as they are known.

Does the Policy supersede the Magnuson-Stevens Act
Fisheries Conservation and Management Act or other
federal statutes?
No. The Policy is an expression of the Agency’s goals within the framework of NOAA’s larger
mission and responsibilities, as established by the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other relevant
legislation.

Last updated by Office of Communications on August 02, 2022
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