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Atlantic Coastal States to Collect 
Recreational Intercept Data for MRIP
Beginning in 2016, all coastal states 
from Maine through Georgia will 
transition to conducting the Access 
Point Angler Intercept Survey (APA-
IS) to collect information on marine 

recreational fishing catch and ef-
fort in their own waters. Previously, 
APAIS, - which is a component of 
the Marine Recreational Informa-
tion Program (MRIP) - has been 
administered by NOAA through 
a third party contractor. Over the 
past decade several states (e.g., 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina and Georgia) have successfully 
improved data quality, and stake-
holder confidence in that data, 
through greater state involvement 
with APAIS contractors. 

Based on these successes, the 
states, through the ACCSP and 
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC), approved a 
plan to transition to state conduct 
of APAIS in 2016. The approved plan 
details the transition from a NOAA 
contractor to ASMFC/ACCSP and 

... Continued on page 11

In October 2014, ACCSP and 
ASMFC approved a plan to tran-
sition to state conduct of APAIS 
in 2016. APAIS is a component 
on MRIP (a NOAA Fisheries recre-
ational data collection program) 
which has been administered 
through a third party contrator.

Mark you calendar! 
The funding cycle calendar 
has been released. 
More details on page 9

Image (c) Rick Bellavance
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COMMITTEES
Since its inception, the ACCSP has 
been a committee-based organi-
zation. Committees are responsible 
for setting program policies and 
standards, deciding annual fund-
ing allocations, and planning and 
coordinating data collection and 
data management programs. 

Committees, composed primar-
ily of representatives from the part-
ners (listed on page 12), provide 
the framework for the collaborative 
processes that create and man-
age the standards and govern the 
Program. Technical committees 
create and manage the program 
standards with guidance from the 
Operations and Advisory Commit-
tees. The Coordinating Council pro-
vides general oversight to the Pro-
gram and sets overall policies.

COORDINATING COUNCIL
Chair:  Cheri Patterson, NH FGD
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Chair:  Thomas Hoopes, MA DMF
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Chair:  Rick Bellavance, RI - Com.
BIOLOGICAL REVIEW PANEL
Chair:  Larry Beerkircher, NOAA
BYCATCH PRIORITIZATION COMMITTEE
Chair:  Jennifer Lee, NOAA 
COMMERCIAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Chair:  Amy Dukes, SC DNR
INFORMATION SYSTEMS COMMITTEE
Chair:  Holly McBride, NOAA 
OUTREACH COMMITTEES

Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 
Communications Group: 
Chair: Tina Berger, ASMFC
Data Warehouse Outreach 
Group: VACANT 
SAFIS Outreach Group:  
Chair: Anna Webb, MA DMF

RECREATIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Chair:  Scott Newlin, DE DFW 
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STAFF
The Program is separated into three 
teams to effectively advance the 
goals of the Program.

PROGRAM STAFF 
Program staff is dedicated to 
maintaining ACCSP standards 
and handling administrative and 
funding tasks of the Program, in-
cluding outreach. 
• Michael S. Cahall, Director
• Ann McElhatton, Program  

Manager
• Elizabeth Wyatt, Program  

Assistant

DATA TEAM 
The Data Team works with part-
ners to identify, transform, and 
audit data so they can be in-
cluded in the Data Warehouse. 
They also provide data services 
by designing custom data re-
quests and participating in stock 
assessments. 
• Geoff White, Data Team 

Leader
• Julie Defilippi, Senior Data 

Coordinator
• Joe Myers, Data Coordinator
• Jennifer Ni, Information  

Systems Specialist

SOFTWARE TEAM  
The Software Team designs and 
builds the Standard Atlantic Fish-
eries Information System (SAFIS), 
as well as internal systems that 
the Program manages or that 
support program activities. 
• Karen Holmes, Software Team 

Leader
• Nico Mwai, Fisheries 

Programmer

Shared with the ASMFC is Ed 
Martino, Information Systems 
Manager. 

Who We Are & What We Do
PHILOSOPHY
VISION
To be the principal source of 
fisheries-dependent information 
on the Atlantic coast through 
the cooperation of all program 
partners. 

MISSION
Produce dependable and timely 
marine fishery statistics for Atlan-
tic coast fisheries that are col-
lected, processed and dissemi-
nated according to common 
standards agreed upon by all 
program partners.

VALUES
• Accurate data are required 

for good fisheries manage-
ment decisions.

• Coordination and collabora-
tion amongst the program part-
ners are essential for success. 

• The Program must be respon-
sive to the changing needs for 
fisheries data.

• Processes must be open and 
transparent but confidential 
data must be protected. 

• Data shall be accessible and 
easy to use.

• Responsibilities should be 
matched with available re-
sources. 

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
For more information on the 
ACCSP Staff, please visit  http://
www.accsp.org/staff.htm. For 
more information on the ACCSP 
Committees, please visit http://
www.accsp.org/committees.
htm. For more information on 
the ACCSP Philosophy, please 
visit http://www.accsp.org/phi-
losophy.htm. 
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Let ter from the Director

1. The ACCSP developed the only common fisheries-dependent standards that all partners can work with 
when collecting and contributing their data to the Program and when using the data to manage stocks 
that exist in multiple jurisdictions.

2. The ACCSP has been working with NOAA and state partners to bring together landings data for the 
inclusion of the annual Fisheries of the United States publication since 2007. 

3. The ACCSP Data Warehouse is the principal source of fisheries-dependent information on the Atlantic 
coast with almost 60 million landings records, including commercial catch and effort data dating back 
1950 and recreational catch and effort data dating back to 1981.

4. The Data Warehouse has over 800 species, 150 areas, 140 gear codes, 100 market categories, 55 grade 
categories, and 30 dispositions. 

5. ACCSP is a frequent participant at stock assessments and has contributed data to over 25 since 1995. 
6. The partners of the ACCSP created the Standard Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS), a real-

time, web-based data entry system for dealer reported landings that was deployed first in Rhode Island 
in 2003 and expanded to cover NOAA Northeast dealers in 2004.

7. In the past ten years, SAFIS has grown to include five commercial, for-hire, and recreational applications. 
8. SAFIS provides many benefits to industry, including an integrated price board to automatically generate 

pricing information and allows for flexibility in creating favorites (e.g., species, gears, dispositions).
9. The data collected through SAFIS are real-time and are available for quota monitoring. However these 

data are not available in the Data Warehouse until the following year after careful quality assurance and 
control measures. 

10. The ACCSP supplies state landings for compliance and quota monitoring to NOAA’s Northeast and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Centers. 

11. The ACCSP supplies Florida West coast commercial catch and effort data to the Gulf States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission. 

12. The ACCSP funds the collection of catch, effort, and landings data (including licensing, permit and ves-
sel registration data); biological data; releases, discards and protected species data; and economic and 
sociological data. 

13. Over 300 custom data requests have been completed by ACCSP since tracking of this type of data re-
quest began in 2008. Many of these requests come from partners, however, staff have also worked with 
individuals from U.S. Coast Guard, Natural Resources Defense Council, Edible New Jersey magazine, as 
well as media and many universities to supply relevant data. 

14. In 2013, ACCSP developed an application to provide a depository that will record and track American 
lobster fishery effort (e.g., traps allocated, purchased, and sold).

15. ACCSP has developed the first handheld application for reporting for-hire and commercial landings 
through the mobile version of the eTRIPS.

Mike Cahall, ACCSP Director

It’s hard to believe, but ACCSP is getting ready to wrap up 
the 2014 fiscal year and with that comes the end to the first 
twenty years of the Program. As I reflect on the past two de-
cades, I am amazed with the hard work of the program part-
ners and staff as they have come together to ambitiously 
accomplish many impressive milestones ... for instance, here 
is a list of 15 highlights as we move into 2015! 

ACCSP HIGHLIGHTS
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Status of Available Data
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This chart illustrates how com-
mercial catch and effort data 
are collected at the partner 
level and the level of detail at 
which those data are submit-
ted to ACCSP. For example, ‘Trip 
reports (presented as monthly)’ 
means that data were collected 
by partners at the trip-level and 
submitted as monthly summaries 
to NOAA or ACCSP. The Program 
began receiving all data directly 
from partners in 2007. 

STATE PARTNER COMMERCIAL 
CATCH & EFFORT DATA IN DATA WAREHOUSE 

COMMERCIAL CATCH & EFFORT 
The chart below reflects the 
level of detail of the catch and 
effort data in the Data Ware-
house. More importantly, this 
chart shows how collection 
methods have evolved. 

The broadest level of catch 
and effort data in the Data 
Warehouse is annual summa-
ries dating back to 1950. 

RECREATIONAL CATCH & EFFORT
Data Warehouse users can also 
query or request recreational 
catch and effort data. The most 
recent data includes wave 5 for 
2014. The 2004 - 2012 data have 
been updated in conjunction 
with the new MRIP estimation 
methodology released in early 
2012. This includes both the pub-
lic estimates and the advanced 
queries for bag limit analysis and 
directed trips. 

BIOLOGICAL DATA
This biological data includes in-
formation on American lobster 
from 1981 - 2012 and Atlantic 
herring from 2002 - 2011. All bio-
logical data, as well as commer-
cial and recreational if needed, 
can be accessible via a custom 
data request. Be able to define 
your fishery and know what spe-
cies, geographical span, tempo-
ral span, gears, etc. are relevant 
to your query.  

The Data Warehouse 
is an online database 

populated with 
fisheries-dependent 
data supplied by the 
program partners of 

ACCSP. 

You can access the 
data 1) publicly or 2) 
with a login. Both pro-

vide access to valuable 
fisheries-dependent 

data from all of our part-
ners along the Atlantic 

coast. 

Please visit http://www.accsp.org/dataware.htm for the most up to date status of available data. 

Image (c) Captain Walter Bateman, 
www.carolinaguide.com
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2015 Stock Assessment Schedule

How is the ACCSP Involved in the 
Atlantic Coast Stock Assessment Process?
Many custom data requests are used to aid stock assessments. To make sound 
and informed decisions for fish stocks and populations, there must be a fluid data 
review and assessment process among all those involved. Consequently, the 
Program is an integral partner in the stock assessment process due to its ability 
to rapidly compile and disseminate fisheries-dependent data for various audi-
ences and providing details about particular records that were questionable. This 
helps the process move forward quickly. Not only does participation in the stock 
assessment process increase visibility for ACCSP, but the Data Team is able to 

see firsthand how the information in the Data Warehouse is used. In October 2014, Joe Myers (Data Coordinator) 
and Julie Defilippi (Senior Data Coordinator) attended the SEDAR 41: Red Drum Data Workshop in Charleston, SC, 
which was hosted by the ASMFC. The ACCSP staff attended the workshop as a key provider of the commercial 
landings data for red drum from the Atlantic coast of Florida to New York. In addition to updating the 2009 red 
drum stock assessment with current data from 2008-2013, the group discussed shifting to a new assessment model 
from the previous catch-at-age model to Stock Synthesis 3.  One of the improvements of Stock Synthesis 3 over 
the previous model is the ability to include data prior to 1989, which had previously been excluded due to limited/
poor size and age composition data prior to that year. The final report for the stock assessment is expected to be 
submitted in fall of 2015.

SPECIES TASK
Black Sea Bass Assessment Update
Black Grouper SEDAR External Review
Bluefish SARC Review (Spring)
Cod (Georges Bank) TRAC
Summer Flounder Assessment Update
Flounder, Witch SARC Review (Spring)
Flounder (Georges Bank, Yellowtail) TRAC
Haddock (Georges Bank) TRAC
Atlantic Sea Herring Assesssment Update
American Lobster ASMFC - External Review 
Monkfish SARC Review (Spring)
Red Drum SEDAR 45
Scup SARC Review (Spring)
Northern Shrimp Assesssment Update
Skates Assesssment Update
Spiny Dogfish Assesssment Update
Weakfish ASMFC - External Review 

SARC: Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Review Committee; SEDAR: Southeast Data As-
sessment and Review; TRAC: Transboundary Resources Assessment Committee

For more information about the stock assessment process, please visit 
http://www.accsp.org/Fact%20Sheets/2013/ACCSP_FishDependentData.pdf

or for questions related to the stock assessment data workshop process, please email 
Joe Myers at joe.myers@accsp.org. 

Image (c) Captain Walter Bateman, 
www.carolinaguide.com
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The program partners of ACCSP of-
ten come into contact with one an-
other through a variety of fisheries 
data collection mechanisms (e.g., 
Fisheries of the U.S. process, stock 
assessments), but it’s coming to-
gether as ACCSP committees that 
leads to the cooperative efforts of 
ACCSP becoming the “principal 
source of fisheries-dependent in-
formation on the Atlantic coast.” 
For this issue of Fisheries Files, we 
are pleased to hear from several 
committee members on the same 
question “What is the most signifi-
cant contribution ACCSP has made 
to fisheries data along the Atlantic 
coast since 1995?”

From Andy Strelcheck (Vice-chair 
of the ACCSP Operations Commit-
tee and Branch Chief - Limited Ac-
cess Privilege Programs/Data Man-
agement with NOAA’s Southeast 
Regional Office):

In my time with ACCSP, I would 
have to say ACCSP’s most signifi-
cant contribution to fisheries data 
is development of a standardized, 
integrated data collection process 
that is used by a multitude of state 
and federal partners for manage-
ment and science.  ACCSP’s com-
mitment to new data collection 
projects is also a significant contri-
bution as it allows the program to 
continually evolve and respond to 
changing fisheries data needs.

In Their Own Words ...
From Committee Members North to South

“What is the 
most significant 

contribution 
ACCS P 
has made 

to fisheries data 
since 1995?”

From Nicole Lengyel (Vice-chair of 
the ACCSP Biological Review Panel 
and the Bycatch Prioritization Com-
mittee and Principal Biologist with RI 
DFW): 

ACCSP has created applications 
that allow state and federal part-
ners to feed fisheries-dependent 
data into a single repository with all 
data being held to the same stan-
dards.  Ad-
dit ional ly , 
all data 
housed by 
ACCSP is 
subject to 
the same 
quality as-
s u r a n c e 
and qual-
ity control 
protocols.  
These fea-
tures allow managers to query fish-
eries-dependent data on a coast-
wide basis and provide a certain 
level of confidence in the data 
being used which is essential for 
coastwide and regional stock as-
sessments. 

From Jerry Morgan (Vice-chair of 
the ACCSP Advisory Committee 
and owner of Captain Morgan’s Bait 
& Tackle in Madison, CT): 

ACCSP has developed and imple-
mented comprehensive and sophis-
ticated databases and datasets for 

Atlantic states targeted marine spe-
cies utilizing a user-friendly search-
able platform.

From Anna Webb (Chair of ACCSP 
SAFIS Outreach Group and staff with 
the Statistics Project of MA DMF): 

ACCSP has developed the fisheries-
dependent data collection stan-
dards which are critical for compar-
ison of datasets across participating 
partners, and created comprehen-
sive, long-term, industry-wide data-
sets.

For the latest updates on the Data Warehouse, SAFIS, as well as 
partner projects, please follow us on Twitter at @ACCSP_Fisheries. 

You can also find great photo albums (e.g., Atlantic coast standard fish 
measurements, and fascinating fish statistics) on Facebook. 

Be sure to like us at 
https://www.facebook.com/AtlanticCoastalCooperativeStatisticsProgram.   

For any questions concerning ACCSP social media, please contact 
Ann McElhatton  at ann.mcelhatton@accsp.org. 

We asked 
four committee 
members ... 

These features allow 
managers to query fish-
eries-dependent data on 
a coastwide basis and 
provide a certain level of  
confidence in the data be-
ing used which is essential 
for coastwide and regional 
stock assessments. 
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Fast  Facts: 
Top Five Commercial Gear Types by Value and Decade
These non-confidential statistics were downloaded in January 2015. However, data in the Data Warehouse are 
updated regularly. Please visit http://www.accsp.org/dataware.htm for the most up-to-date set of statistics. 

GEAR TYPE DOLLARS POUNDS

1960-1969

TRAWLS $618,627,427 6,784,328,747
POTS AND TRAPS $273,565,835 1,304,071,426
DREDGE $266,959,077 963,752,131
RAKES, HOES, AND TONGS $203,879,651 420,647,028
PURSE SEINES $86,139,098 7,397,033,434

1970-1979

TRAWLS $1,443,741,084 4,650,140,794
DREDGE $851,082,695 1,140,289,179
POTS AND TRAPS $771,093,332 1,397,636,334
RAKES, HOES, AND TONGS $493,526,303 458,440,260
OTHER GEARS $363,305,985 500,515,000

1980-1989

TRAWLS $2,709,116,035 4,575,100,095
DREDGE $1,938,195,847 1,613,158,418
POTS AND TRAPS $1,195,379,557 1,622,722,896
RAKES, HOES, AND TONGS $747,423,647 298,334,602
OTHER GEARS $725,935,113 893,566,330

1990-1999

TRAWLS $3,234,840,147 4,492,732,027
POTS AND TRAPS $3,217,410,594 2,384,627,848
DREDGE $1,977,233,201 1,695,177,554
RAKES, HOES, AND TONGS $690,400,931 132,450,308
GILL NETS $577,830,781 1,135,480,676

2000-2009

POTS AND TRAPS $4,853,492,069 2,231,369,706
DREDGE $3,204,034,778 1,666,004,463
TRAWLS $2,492,921,023 4,332,816,640
GILL NETS $600,326,931 818,740,205
HOOK AND LINE $537,659,893 259,231,049

2010-2014*

POTS AND TRAPS $2,535,727,012 1,155,668,131
DREDGE $1,654,785,755 496,787,371
TRAWLS $780,929,478 1,147,404,016
OTHER GEARS $311,943,247 93,000,750
LONG LINES $274,053,324 137,439,413

                                                                                                                                          * 2014 data are preliminary
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HOW IS DATA COLLECTION 
LINKED TO FISHERIES MANAGEMENT?

“Where do you get your data?” 
It is arguably one of the most fre-
quently asked questions in fisher-
ies management. In most cases, 
there isn’t a single or simple an-
swer. Understanding the differ-
ent facets to data collection can 
be a bit overwhelming. First, let’s 
look at why data are collected. 
It may be simply to track landings 
for annual catch limits that are in 
place. Data are also collected 
to better understand a species’ 
life history – how old it gets, how 
often it reproduces, how fast it 
grows. Of course, data are used 
in stock assessments designed 
to provide fisheries managers 
with the information necessary 
to make sound decisions. Stock 
assessments examine the effects 
of fishing and other factors to 
describe the past and current 
status of a fish stock, and make predictions about 
how a stock will respond to current and future man-
agement measures. 

It is also helpful to remember that the regional fishery 
management councils do not collect data. NOAA 
Fisheries is the agency responsible for fisheries data 
collection, working in cooperation with state ma-
rine resource agencies. Data from other organiza-
tions, including universities, may also be evaluated 
in stock assessments and other fishery management 
processes. Data are supplied to NOAA Fisheries 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. Along the East 
Coast, the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics 
Program (ACCSP) acts as a data warehouse, stor-
ing data supplied by state agencies and other part-
ners, making it accessible to users, and developing 
data standards with these partners. All data are 
supplied to NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Sci-
ence Center, either directly or through the ACCSP 
data warehouse.

There are two basic sources for fisheries data: fish-
eries-dependent and fisheries-independent. As the 
term implies, fishery-dependent data is information 
collected from commercial and recreational fisher-
men. Fisheries-independent data is collected sepa-
rately through various research and monitoring pro-

grams and often involves both research vessels and 
field biologists. Both types of data are important ele-
ments in stock assessments and in the development 
of fishery management plans and amendments. To 
better understand how these data are collected, 
we’ll take a closer look at fisheries-dependent data 
and the various ways information is collected from 
fishermen in this continuing newsletter series.  

This excerpt was reprinted with 
permission from the South Atlan-
tic Fishery Management Coun-
cil’s article “Connecting the Dots 
in Federal Fisheries Manage-
ment: Tying together fisheries 
management, data collection, 
and science; Part 2: Fisheries De-
pendent Data Collection”. The 
complete article can be viewed at 
http://safmc.net/sites/default/files/newsletter/pdf/
SAFMC_Fall2014SAUpdate.pdf.  

Image (c) NOAA
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Meeting  & Funding  Cycle Calendar
Please note all meetings are subject to change and additional meetings of each ACCSP committee may be 
scheduled throughout the year as tasks are assigned. For the most up-to-date information on all committee meet-
ings, please visit http://mahi.accsp.org:8888/pls/accsp/f?p=550:14:3063375393360001:::::. For a general timeline 
of our annual funding cycle, please visit http://www.accsp.org/funding.htm. The FY2015 request for proposals will 
be distributed in late May 2015. To be added to that distribution list, please email info@accsp.org. If you have any 
questions or comments on this calendar, please do not hesitate to contact Ann McElhatton, Program Manager, 
at ann.mcelhatton@accsp.org.   
 
February 3-5:   Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Meeting - Alexandria, VA
February 5:  ACCSP Executive Committee Meeting (12:45 pm) and Coordinating Council Meeting (4:15 pm)
February 10-12:  Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) Meeting - Raleigh, NC
February 12:  ACCSP presenting at MAFMC Meeting (9:00 am) 
March 1:   Start of ACCSP FY15
March 2-6:   South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC) Meeting - St. Simon’s Island, GA
Week of March 16:      ACCSP Recreational Technical Committee webinar
March 16:  ACCSP Executive Committee conference call (1:00 pm)
March 18:  ACCSP Commercial Technical Committee webinar
March 19:  ACCSP Information Systems Committee webinar 
April 14-16:   MAFMC Meeting - Long Branch, NJ
April 21-23:   New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) Meeting - Mystic, CT
Week of March 30: ACCSP Advisory Committee webinar
Week of April 6/13: ACCSP Operations Committee webinar
May 4-7:   ASMFC Meeting/ACCSP Executive Committee Meeting and Coordinating Council 
   Meeting; ACCSP issues request for proposals - Alexandria, VA
Week of May 25:          ACCSP Recreational Technical Committee Meeting
June 8-12:   SAFMC Meeting - Key West, FL
June 9-11:   MAFMC Meeting - Virginia Beach, VA
June 16-18:   NEFMC Meeting - Newport, RI
June 22:  Initial proposals are due
June 25:  ACCSP Executive Committee conference call (1:00 pm)
June 29:  Initial proposals are distributed to ACCSP Operations and Advisory Committees
Week of July 13: Review of initial proposals for ACCSP Operations and Advisory Committees (webinar)
August 4-6:   ASMFC Meeting/ACCSP Executive Committee Meeting and Coordinating Council 
   Meeting - Alexandria, VA
August 11-13:   MAFMC Meeting - New York, NY
Week of August 3: Feedback submitted to principal investigators
August 24:  Revised proposals due
Week of August 31:     ACCSP Recreational Technical Committee webinar
August 31:  Revised proposals distributed to ACCSP Operations and Advisory Committees
Week of Sept. 7: Preliminary ranking exercise for Advisors (webinar)
Sept. 14-18:   SAFMC Meeting - Hilton Head Island, SC
Week of Sept. 14: FY2014 Projects Review – Maintenance and New (webinar)
Sept. 24:  ACCSP Executive Committee conference call (1:00 pm) 
Sept. 22-23:  Annual Advisors and Operations Committee Joint Meeting (in-person; location TBD)
Sept. 29-Oct. 1:  NEFMC Meeting - Plymouth, MA
Oct. 6-8:   MAFMC Meeting - Philadelphia, PA
Dates TBD:   ASMFC Annual Meeting/ACCSP Executive Committee and Coordinating Council Meeting  
Dates TBD:                     ACCSP Recreational Technical Committee/Joint MRIP Wave Meeting
December 1-3:  NEFMC Meeting - Newburyport, MA
December 7-11:  SAFMC Meeting - Atlantic Beach, NC
December 8-10:  MAFMC Meeting - Annapolis, MD
December 17:  ACCSP Executive Committee conference call (1:00 pm) 
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Catch Source:
An Overview from MA DMF
A new field was added to the Stan-
dard Atlantic Fisheries Information 
System (SAFIS) in June 2014 called 
“Catch Source”. Previously, the 
gears and disposition fields cap-
tured certain data that were not 
technically gears and dispositions 
(i.e., Placed in Car, Aquaculture, 
Research Set Aside). The new field 
was created to capture this infor-
mation and retain the ability to 
capture the correct gear and dis-
position information.

Several dispositions were removed 
from the available options: “Placed 
in car”, “Removed for Sale”, “Aqua-
culture”, and all Research Set Aside 
(RSA)” dispositions. Additionally, 
“Aquaculture (803)” was removed 
from the gear options; all aqua-
culture should now be reported 
with the appropriate gear type. 
The new field, Catch Source, was 
added with 4 options: “Standard” – 
indicates a traditional commercial 

trip (default value), “Aquaculture” 
– indicates the landing is a cultured 
product, “Carred” – indicates the 
landing was carred for future sale, 
and “Research Set Aside (RSA)” – 
indicates the landing was caught 
under a RSA compensation fishing 
or research project permit.

Commercial harvesters with the 
electronic reporting endorse-
ment should view this video for 
a tutorial on how to use the new 
field in SAFIS: Catch Source found 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=E1jLimxp6wY. 

Seafood Dealers should follow the 
following guidelines:
• When purchasing cultured 

product- change the Catch 
Source field to “Aquaculture”.

• When purchasing product land-
ed under the guise of a valid 
RSA permit (either compensa-
tion fishing or for research pur-

poses), choose “RSA”.
• When a dealer knows a pur-

chase is coming from multiple 
landings, please choose the 
“Carred” catch source to in-
dicate that the purchase was 
from carred landings.

• All others should carry the de-
faulted “Standard” Catch 
Source. 

This article was 
reprinted with 
p e r m i s s i o n 
by MA DMF. 
Much of the in-
formation may 
be specific to 
how MA DMF 
is set on SAFIS, 
however much of the information 
is relevant to all that use SAFIS. For 
all MA DMF E-reporting newsletters, 
please visit http://www.mass.gov/
eea/agencies/dfg/dmf/commer-
cial-fishing/trip-level-reporting/. 

States along the Atlantic Coast collect dealer and harvester data differently. They may use a 1-Ticket system 
or a 2-Ticket system. Both satisfy ACCSP standards for data collection in the commercial catch and effort 
data collection module. Here is a breakdown of what makes each system unique. 

1-TICKET VS. 2-TICKET SYSTEM

For more information on the Atlantic Coast Fisheries Data Collection Standards, please visit 
http://www.accsp.org/documents/programdesign/2012/ACCSP_StandardsandAppendices2012_Final05082012.pdf

1-TICKET SYSTEM 2-TICKET SYSTEM
• All of the same data collected through a 

2-ticket system are collected, however the 
harvester and dealer report the different 
data on a single form

• Best for program partners whose harvesters 
and dealers interact routinely at the point 
of sale

• Still should provide a verification mecha-
nism (e.g., port agent observation, biologi-
cal sampling records, enforcement) 

• Outreach is vital to ensure harvesters and 
dealers communicate

• States that use a 1-Ticket system include 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida

• Harvester report includes unique trip ID (links 
to dealer report), vessel ID, trip date, location, 
effort data, and catch estimates (in pounds)

• Dealer report includes unique trip ID (links to 
harvester report), species (pounds and value), 
and unloading data

• Best for states with a large amounts of con-
signments and/or out-of-state shipping

• Serves as a means to verify that a trip has oc-
curred

• Landings reported by harvesters are esti-
mates, but do provide measure of compari-
son with dealer reports

• States that use a 2-Ticket system include 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia
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state conduct of the APAIS. Under 
this plan, NOAA will retain primary 
accountability for APAIS and will be 
responsible for survey design, catch 
and effort estimation, and public 
dissemination. ASMFC/ACCSP will 
act as the central coordinator of 
the state-conducted APAIS and be 
responsible for data entry, compila-
tion, quality control checks and ed-
its, as well as formatting and delivery 
of intercept data to NOAA. States 
will manage field collection, which 
will be conducted by state employ-
ees in accordance with APAIS stan-
dard data collection protocols. 

The goals of the state conduct of 
APAIS are to:
• Build more cooperative owner 

ship of recreational data and 
the data collection program

• Support field data collection 
via state staff with vested inter-
est in fisheries

• Maximize angler participation 
and minimize refusal rates

• Improve and maximize data 
quality and efficiency of data 
collection 

“The states, ACCSP, and ASMFC are 
very appreciative of the hard work 
and dedication provided by Geoff 
White and the ACCSP Recreational 
Technical Committee in developing 
the APAIS transition plan,” stated 
Cheri Patterson, ACCSP Coordinat-
ing Council Chair from New Hamp-
shire. “Through their efforts, the plan 
establishes a solid framework for the 
states and NOAA to better meet 
the needs of fishery stakeholders, 
scientists and managers.” 

For more information on the de-
tails of the transition plan, please 
contact Geoff White, ACCSP Data 
Team Leader, at Geoff.white@
accsp.org or 703.842.0785. 

Collect Intercept 
Data for MRIP
... from page 1

Improved Ef fort  Survey: 
MRIP Makes Changes 
While ACCSP and ASMFC are work-
ing to transition the Atlantic coast 
states to state conduct of APAIS
(please see page 1 for more in-
formation), NOAA is working on 
improving another component of 
MRIP. The effort survey is what is 
used to determine how many fish-
ing trips are taken by recreational
anglers. The goals of the improved 
survey are to identify a better 
method to reach anglers (includ-
ing maximizing response rates) and 
to get more accurate information 
from respondents. After extensive, 
multi-year pilot studies, MRIP is in-
tending to move to a new mail 
survey method for surveying Atlan-
tic and Gulf Coast saltwater rec-
reational shore and private boat 
anglers. Below is an overview from 
NOAA on taking what they have 
learned from the pilot studies and 
how the implementation will take 
place through a thorough transi-
tion process. This transition process 
is being developed by a Transition 
Team of staff from state agencies, 
Regional Fishery Management 
Councils, Interstate Marine Fisheries 
Commissions, and NOAA.

Step 1: State and Regional Input 
The Transition Team will work with 
state and regional data partners
and stakeholders to determine their 
top concerns and priorities with re-
spect to the transition process.

Step 2: Side-by-Side Comparison 
NOAA Fisheries will conduct the 
new mail survey alongside the cur-
rent coastal telephone survey on 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts in 2015 
and 2016 (and additional years, if 
necessary).

Step 3: Calibration 
The transition team will develop a 
method for calibrating the two sets 
of estimates and use it to adjust his-
torical time series of data, as nec-
essary. 
Step 4: Transition 

Decision-makers will carefully work 
the calibrated estimates into fishery 
stock assessments after sufficient 
side-by-side testing has occurred. 
Managers will then be able to use 
the results to set the fishing levels 
and annual catch limits. 

Only after all four elements have 
been achieved will we use the esti-
mates from the new methodology
in the management process. The 
current phone survey will continue 
to provide shore and private boat 
recreational fishing effort informa-
tion for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts 
for science and management 
decision-making at least through 
2016. We will not fully shift to the 
new survey method until we are 
confident that we can explain any 
differences between estimates, 
and determine how to integrate 
the new numbers into stock assess-
ments and catch accounting. Only 
then will it be appropriate to base 
management decisions on the re-
vised estimates.

For more information, please visit 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/rec-
reational-fisheries/program-over-
view/mrip-effort-survey or contact 
Leah Sharpe at Leah.Sharpe@
noaa.gov.

The Marine Recreational Informa-
tion Program, or MRIP, is the way 
NOAA is counting and reporting 
marine recreational catch and 
effort. It is a customer-driven initia-
tive that not only produces better 
estimates, but does so through 
a process grounded in the prin-
ciples of transparency, account-
ability and engagement.
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ACCSP Convenes Workshop on 
Recreational PSE
The Atlantic Coastal Cooperative 
Statistics Program (ACCSP) with 
the support of the Marine Recre-
ational Information Program (MRIP) 
an ongoing data collection and 
reporting effort through 
NOAA Fisheries, con-
vened a workshop on 
recreational Percent 
Standard Error (PSE) on 
September 23rd and 
24th, 2014. The focus 
was to evaluate levels 
of recreational data 
precision that would 
best support stock as-
sessment results and 
fisheries management 
actions.  More than 50 
individuals from state 
and federal fisheries 
agencies participated either in-
person or via webinar. Presenta-
tions reviewed a simulation model 
developed for this project, and 

supporting information on the cur-
rent use of precision measures by 
the Councils, Commissions, and 
states.  

Dr. John Weidenmann 
developed a Manage-
ment Strategy Evalua-
tion (MSE) model using 
simulated data to inves-
tigate the effect of vary-
ing input PSE levels (.2, .3, 
.4, .5, .6, .8. 1.0) on three 
generalized species hav-
ing slow, medium, and 
fast growth over various 
exploitation histories.  

Participants had in-
depth and spirited dis-
cussion on the effects 

of PSE in assessments and manage-
ment.  The surprising feedback from 
participants was that stock assess-

The PSE model 
report and workshop 

presentations are available 
on the ACCSP website 

for review. 

For more information, 
please contact 
Geoff  White, 

Data Team Leader, 
at geoff.white@accsp.org. 

... Continued on page 8
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Gray triggerfish otolith (c) SEFSC
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PSE Workshop
ments appear to be capable of 
utilizing data with a higher PSE than 
previously considered. The group 
supported developing broad guid-
ance on using data within ranges of 
PSE for stock assessment.  There was 
also general agreement that man-
agement actions should be aligned 
with the precision of the data and the 
ability to measure the outcome of 
fishery management actions.  Many 
avenues were identified to further 
clarify the issues and recommenda-
tions.  These ranged from additional 
modeling efforts, vetting the work-
shop proceedings and guidance to 
larger audiences, and addressing 
the guidance to management in a 
separate venue.  

Over the next several months, ACCSP 
will be working with the steering com-
mittee and MRIP to complete the 
workshop proceedings and deter-
mine the appropriate process to ex-
pand on the feedback received at 
the PSE workshop.  
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Project  Spotlight

Rhode Island Party & Charter Boat Captains to Report with Tablet Technology
Commercial and for-hire captains in Rhode Island are now able to enter their trip reports using 
a mobile version of the Standard Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS). The application, 
known as eTRIPS Mobile (eTRIPS/m), was developed and integrated into SAFIS by the ACCSP, 
at the request of the Rhode Island Division of Fish and Wildlife(DFW)and the Rhode Island Party 
and Charter Boat Association. eTRIPS/m captures catch and effort data from the captains. 
Trip reports, or logbooks in some fisheries, provide catch and effort data to the state or federal 
government and are used in fisheries management and assessments. Trips can be categorized 
as commercial or for-hire.
Rick Bellavance, Captain of Priority Too and President of the Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat 
Association, describes the innovate ability to report on a handheld device by stating, “ACCSP’s 
new mobile reporting application will revolutionize the way fishermen provide fisheries-dependent 
data. The software, designed with extensive input from active and experienced fishermen, is easy 
to use and saves time. It’s the latest tool available to improve data quality and timeliness - a goal 
of fishermen everywhere.” 
The eTRIPS/m application will increase data accuracy and make data available immediately 
to fisheries managers improving their ability to respond to changes in the fishery in a more timely way. John 
Lake, Principal Biologist with the Rhode Island DFW Marine Fisheries, is enthusiastic for the launch of eTRIPS/m 
as a management tool because he recognizes that there will be more flexibility in the management of the 
party and charter boat sector in state waters (0-3 miles from shore). He explains, “Every year, it’s a delicate 
balance to create realistic recreational regulations on species for party and charter boat operators that are 
also, not too liberal for general recreational anglers. This type of trip level data collected from the mobile 
application greatly aids in the accounting of catch and analysis of how the regulations are working.” 

If you would like to view a demonstration of eTRIPS/m, the ACCSP is conducting a webinar on 
Thursday, November 6 at 10am EST. Please email info@accsp.org or call 703.842.0780. 




