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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  January 27, 2023 

To:  Council  

From:  Hannah Hart, Staff 

Subject:  Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Update 

The Council will receive a presentation from the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS) 
Management Division of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries on Wednesday, February 8, 2023. 
This presentation will include information related to recent and ongoing domestic HMS 
management initiatives and outcomes of the November 2022 International Commission for 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) meeting. A summary of recommendations from the 
ICCAT meeting is enclosed behind this memo. 

Background 
The Atlantic HMS Management Division of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries oversees the 
management of tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish in U.S. waters of the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and Caribbean Sea. This includes the development and implementation of fishery 
management plans in cooperation with the HMS Advisory Panel. The HMS Advisory Panel is 
made up of a variety of stakeholder groups including commercial and recreational fisherman, 
academia, non-governmental organizations, and state, Commission, and Council representatives. 
A single Council member from the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council sits on the HMS 
Advisory Panel to act as a liaison between the Council and HMS. The HMS Advisory Panel 
generally meets twice a year (spring and fall) and the most recent meeting was held on September 
7-8, 2022. Details about the meeting including the agenda and meeting materials can be found at 
this link. 

HMS is also responsible for: 

• Monitoring commercial and recreational catches to ensure compliance with domestic and 
international quotas and/or catch limits; 

• Issuing permits for commercial and recreational HMS fishing and scientific research; and 
• Implementing domestic requirements of ICCAT, as well as supporting international 

negotiations for ICCAT, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wildlife and Flora (CITES), and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). In November 2022, an annual ICCAT meeting was held in-person in Portugal 
(agenda available here). 
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/event/september-2022-hms-advisory-panel-meeting
https://www.iccat.int/com2022/ENG/GEN_001A_ENG.pdf
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