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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  July 29, 2021 

To:  Council 

From:  Mary Sabo 

Subject:  Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful – Preliminary Report 

On August 10, the Council will receive a briefing from Mr. Sam Rauch (NOAA Fisheries) on a 
preliminary report titled “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful.”  As directed by 
President Biden’s Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad, this 
report provides recommendations on how the United States should achieve the goal of 
conserving at least 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030. The preliminary report, 
submitted to the National Climate Task Force on May 6, 2021, was developed by the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior, Agriculture and Commerce, and the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality. Behind this memo is a press release from the Department Interior (also 
available here).  

The full report is available online: Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful. 

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-outlines-america-beautiful-initiative
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/report-conserving-and-restoring-america-the-beautiful-2021.pdf


 
Biden-Harris Administration Outlines 
“America the Beautiful” Initiative 
Initial report details vision for 10-year, locally led and voluntary nationwide effort to restore and 
conserve America’s lands, waters, and wildlife 

5/6/2021 

Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 
Contact: Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov 

WASHINGTON, D.C. —Today the Biden-Harris administration outlined a vision for 
how the United States can work collaboratively to conserve and restore the lands, 
waters, and wildlife that support and sustain the nation. The recommendations are 
contained in a report released today, outlining a locally led and voluntary nationwide 
conservation goal to conserve 30 percent of U.S. lands and waters by 2030. 

The report calls for a decade-long effort to support locally led and voluntary 
conservation and restoration efforts across public, private, and Tribal lands and 
waters in order to create jobs and strengthen the economy’s foundation; tackle the 
climate and nature crises; and address inequitable access to the outdoors. 

The report, submitted to the National Climate Task Force, was developed by the 
U.S. Departments of the Interior, Agriculture and Commerce, and the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality. It outlines eight principles that should guide the 
nationwide effort, including a pursuit of collaborative approaches; a commitment to 
supporting the voluntary conservation efforts of farmers, ranchers, and fishers; and 
honoring of Tribal sovereignty and private property rights. 
  
“The President’s challenge is a call to action to support locally led conservation and 
restoration efforts of all kinds and all over America, wherever communities wish to 
safeguard the lands and waters they know and love,” write Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo, 
and White House Council on Environmental Quality Chair Brenda Mallory in the 
report. “Doing so will not only protect our lands and waters but also boost our 
economy and support jobs nationwide.” 

mailto:Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/report-conserving-and-restoring-america-the-beautiful-2021.pdf


Based on feedback gathered in the Administration’s first 100 days, the report 
identifies six priority areas for the administration’s early focus, investments, and 
collaboration: 

• Creating more parks and safe outdoor opportunities in nature-deprived 
communities. 

• Supporting Tribally led conservation and restoration priorities. 
• Expanding collaborative conservation of fish and wildlife habitats and 

corridors. 
• Increasing access for outdoor recreation. 
• Incentivizing and rewarding the voluntary conservation efforts of fishers, 

ranchers, farmers, and forest owners. 
• Creating jobs by investing in restoration and resilience projects and initiatives, 

including the Civilian Climate Corps. 

The Biden-Harris administration is already taking steps to support outdoor 
recreation and equitable access to the outdoors: 

• In late April, USDA expanded the Conservation Reserve Program by offering 
new incentives, higher rental rates, and more focused attention on sensitive 
lands with a goal of enrolling 4 million acres and capturing 3.6 million metric 
tons of CO2 equivalent in this voluntary conservation program. 

• This week, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced a proposal for the 
largest expansion in recent history of hunting and sport fishing opportunities 
for game species across 2.1 million acres at 90 national wildlife refuges and on 
the lands of one national fish hatchery.  

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) recently 
announced the expansion of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine 
Sanctuary, nearly tripling the size of the sanctuary and protecting 14 reefs and 
banks that are habitat for recreationally important fish. 

• In the coming days, the National Park Service will announce $150 million in 
funding for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program, which helps 
build parks in underserved communities. 

• NOAA is working in partnership with the State of Connecticut to create a living 
classroom for education, research, and recreation by designating a National 
Estuarine Research Reserve in Long Island Sound. The final designation 
paperwork is expected by January 2022, which will make it the 30th estuary 
reserve in the national system. 

To help measure and track progress toward the nation’s first conservation goal, the 
report calls for the establishment of an interagency working group, led by the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the Natural Resources Conservation Service and NOAA in 
partnership with other land and ocean management agencies. The working group 
will develop the American Conservation and Stewardship Atlas, a tool that will better 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-expands-and-renews-conservation-reserve-program-in-effort-to-boost-enrollment-and-address-climate-change
https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=u.s.-fish-and-wildlife-service-promotes-public-access-to-hunting-and-&_ID=36898


reflect the voluntary contributions of farmers, ranchers, forest owners and private 
landowners; the contributions of fishery management councils; and other existing 
conservation designations on lands and waters across federal, state, local, Tribal, 
and private lands and waters across the nation. 
  
In line with Executive Order 14008, the agencies developed the recommendations 
after hearing from Tribal leaders, governors and their staff, Members of Congress 
and their staff, county officials, state elected officials, state fish and wildlife 
agencies, leaders on equity and justice in conservation policy, environmental 
advocacy organizations, hunting and fishing organizations, regional fisheries 
management councils, farming and ranching organizations, trade associations, 
forestry representatives, outdoor recreation businesses and users, the seafood 
industry, and others.  
  
The report recommends additional dialogue with key partners – including states and 
Tribes – to inform early collaborative conservation efforts and the development of 
the American Conservation and Stewardship Atlas. 
  
“This report is only the starting point on the path to fulfilling the conservation vision 
that President Biden has outlined,” says the report. “Where this path leads over the 
next decade will be determined not by our agencies, but by the ideas and leadership 
of local communities. It is our job to listen, learn, and provide support along the way 
to help strengthen economies and pass on healthy lands, waters, and wildlife to the 
generations to come.” 
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