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This presentation will summarize the goals, priorities, and structure of the recently 
created Fishery Monitoring and Research Division. The Division focuses on the 
collection and use of information from commercial and recreational fisheries to inform 
fisheries science and management. In addition, Division programs foster engagement 
between the NEFSC and industry in the development of technology and data products 
to improve fisheries reporting and availability of data to fishermen, scientists, and 
managers. The Division includes the Research Set Aside Program, Dockside Monitoring 
Pilot Program, and Cooperative Research and Fisheries Sampling Branches. Branch 
Chiefs, Anna Mercer and Amy Martins, will provide more detailed information on 
Cooperative Research and Fisheries Sampling Branch activities (see below). 
 
Northeast Fisheries Observer Program Seaday Accomplishments for 2018 and 
Targets for 2019.   
By Amy Martins, Branch Chief Fisheries Sampling Branch 
 
The NEFSC will provide a presentation on the 2019 Standardized Bycatch Reporting 
Methodology (SBRM) Observer Sea Day Allocation needed to estimate discards for 14 
federally managed species groups and sea turtles in 63 fleets across the region, 
including the projected Observer Sea Day Schedule for three monitoring programs used 
for the Greater Atlantic Federal fisheries.  We will provide an update on the completed 
seadays in 2018 and what to expect in 2019.  We will highlight where we may see some 
operational changes with observer deployments, and where to find published 
documents and other program references.  

Analyses in the 2019 SBRM documents show that nearly 129 million pounds of federally 
regulated fishery species were discarded from July 2017 through June 2018. During the 
same period, NOAA Northeast Fishery Observers monitored 10,158 sea days during 
3,560 commercial fishing trips. Skates accounted for the largest discards by species 
group and scallop dredge and otter trawls accounted for the most discards among the 
fleets. 

7,713 seadays are needed for agency-funded fleets to monitor the SBRM species 
groups during the April 2019 through March 2020 period.  Those days are planned to be 
accomplished through the Agency Funded Northeast Fisheries Observer Program, in 
addition to 546 Marine Mammal Protection Act seadays. 3,711 seadays are planned for 
the Industry Funded Scallop Observer Program.  The total number of seadays based on 
the expected agency funding and the scallop compensation rate is 11,970.   
 
 
NEFSC Cooperative Research Branch: Vision, Initiatives, and Engagement 
Opportunities 
By Anna Mercer, PhD, Chief, Cooperative Research Branch, NEFSC 
 



This presentation will provide an introduction to the new leadership and vision of the 
Cooperative Research Branch at the NEFSC as well as an update on current and 
upcoming initiatives. Specific topics to be covered include, but are not limited to: 
functionality of the Fisheries Logbook Data Recording Software (FLDRS) as an 
electronic reporting platform and scientific tool, an upcoming workshop series to 
develop a regional cooperative research strategy, opportunities for cooperative research 
contributions to Illex squid management, and engagement opportunities for industry and 
management partners.    
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